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THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF PARIS

COURSE TITLE:              
LW/HI 3091: Race, Law and History, 1850 to the present 
COURSE 

PREREQUISITES:
none
SEMESTER: Spring

PROFESSOR:
Michelle Kuo
CREDITS: 4

CLASS SCHEDULE:
MR 12:10 – 1:30 PM
ROOM NO: U-2

OFFICE HOURS:
OFFICE NUMBER:  
OFFICE TEL EXT:
By appointment
Universite 408
PERIOD (S): 3

CONTACT:  
HYPERLINK "mailto:mkuo@aup.edu" mkuo@aup.edu
	

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

In the wake of Ferguson and the Black Lives Matter movement in the United States, it seems all the more urgent to examine how race and the law shape the lives of individuals. Readings include legal cases, W.E.B. Du Bois, Frederick Douglass, Lani Guinier, Derek Bell, Eric Foner, Mae Ngai, and James Baldwin. Although the focus is on American history, we will also engage in a comparative historical perspective. Topics include plantation penitentiaries, lynching, immigrant exclusion, laws against interracial dating and marriage, the rise of the ghetto, and the death penalty.

TEXTBOOKS:

REQUIRED:

Frederick Douglass, Narrative in the Life of Frederick Douglass
Leon Litwack, Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow
James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time

Films 
Eyes on the Prize
12 Years a Slave

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students who successfully complete the course can expect to cultivate skills in the following areas:

Content Knowledge. Students will be introduced to a range of theories and methods for thinking about race, law, and society.

Critical Thinking. Students will gain proficiency in summarizing complex arguments, asking pertinent questions, making nuanced distinctions and connections, assessing and using evidence, and reflecting on methods of reasoning. 

Writing. Students will acquire experience in crafting original, coherent, and compelling arguments that push beyond summary to analysis and critical thinking. You will practice writing as a process that involves planning and revision, and you will nurture curiosity toward the craft of writing, experimenting with style, genre, and audience. 


ATTENDANCE POLICY
You are expected to attend all scheduled classes. 
Unexcused absences can result in a low or failing participation grade. In the case of excessive absences, it is up to the professor or the department to decide if the student will receive an “F” for the course.  More than two unexcused absences will result in substantial lowering of your grade.

COURSE STRUCTURE. 
Reading Response. You will post a weekly response, approximately three to four paragraphs.  Your responses must be posted to the Blackboard by 10 pm on Sunday to get full credit. 

Some tips for your responses:
First, describe what you find to be a surprising, crucial, puzzling, contradictory, or central point of the author. Be patient in your description, using quotes, images, or techniques of narrative scene-setting. Imagine that your readers have not necessarily read the text to which you respond. This description must contain at least one quote. 
	Second, your description should generate a new question that can potentially serve as a source of conversation in class. If you’re feeling stuck, try thinking about any of these questions: Do you agree with the author? Is the author’s point relevant today? If so, how? Or, how does the reading illuminate, deepen, contradict, or challenge another reading? Does the reading make us think anew about contemporary issues? Does it connect to anything debated on social media, film, television, pop culture, music? What are the implications of the author’s arguments? What further research or topic of study might deepen, support, or complicate the author’s work? (And would you be interested in doing that research?)
	Read everybody’s posts. Be prepared to discuss at least one post that engaged your interest, provoked thought, and/or nudged you to change your mind. 


Research Paper (15 pages) 
You will review existing literature and analyze your own primary sources, which may include legal documents, novels, autobiographies, or interviews. As the semester continues, you will workshop your work with your fellow classmates. 

I will try my best to help you prepare by giving you a sequence of assignments throughout the semester. 

Research Paper Proposal – due Monday, February 15th 
You will bring your proposal to class and share with a partner. I will also meet with you separately to discuss. 

Response paper to one or two sources - due Monday, March 7h. Follow the same format as the Blackboard posts. Post your response paper on Blackboard on the usual Sunday night deadline. 

Annotated Bibliography – due Monday, March 14th. 
You will bring to class and share with a partner. 

Five Pages of Paper – due Monday, April 4th 
We will organize “writing workshops” of three to four people and meet separately in our workshops to look at your five pages. Please read and revise classmates’ work carefully, and bring written copies of their work, along with your comments, to our workshop. 

Typically, there will be a basic comprehension quiz on the readings every Thursday. 


Percent of Grade
Assignments for Final Research Paper 
10
Final Research Paper (15-20 pages) 
30
Quizzes Over Reading (two are dropped)
20
Participation
20
Blackboard response papers 
20



Week 1, January 18th, Where We Are Now

James Baldwin, “Letter to my Nephew on The One Hundredth Anniversary of Emancipation”, from The Fire Next Time 

Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me 

Thomas Chatterton Williams, “Loaded Dice,” London Review of Books

“Hope and Historians”, http://s-usih.org/2015/12/hope-and-historians.html

Week 2, January 25th

Narrative in the Life of Frederick Douglass 

Film, “12 Years a Slave”

James Oakes, “‘The Compromising Expedient?’: Justifying a Proslavery Constitution,” Cardozo Law Review, 17 (1996): 2023-56.


Week 3, February 1st

Robert Cover, Justice Accused: Antislavery and the Judicial Process, Ch. 9 

Eric Foner, “Gateway to Freedom: The Origins of the Underground Railroad,” Harpers  

In class exercise: 		Fugitive Slave Clause in the Constitution, distributed (in class)
Fugitive Slave Act of 1793, distributed (in class)
Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, distributed (in class) 

In groups, demonstrate two strategies taken by the attorneys and advocates for the fugitive slaves against unjust laws. 
Week 4, February 8th


Leon Litwack, Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow 

Week 5, February 15th

Martin Luther King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”

Brown v. Board of Ed. of Topeka, Kansas, 347 U.S. 483 (1954)

Derrick Bell, “What Brown Should Have Said”

Rosenberg, Gerald, “Substituting Symbol for Substance: What Did Brown Really Accomplish?” PS: Political Science and Politics, p. 205-209 (2004). 

Film: Eyes on the Prize (on the American civil rights movement)

Prepare questions for Thomas Chatterton Williams and Ta-Nehisi Coates, guest speakers. Attendance required. 


SPRING BREAK ASSIGNMENTS
1) Response paper to one or two sources for your research paper. Follow the same format as the Blackboard posts. Post your response paper on Blackboard and bring a paper copy to the Monday, March 7th class.

Recommended: Neil Gotanda, A Critique of “Our Constitution is Color-Blind” (1991)

Week 6, March 7th

Read Gary Peller, “Race Consciousness.” 

Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet”

In class: how does one write a literature review and annotated bibliography? 

Recommended:
Robert Williams, “Taking Rights Aggressively”
Walter Johnson, “Brute Ideology”, Dissent Magazine https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/brute-ideology

Annotated Bibliography – due Monday, March 14th 

Week 7, March 14th

Karl Marx, “On the Jewish Question”

Wendy Brown, “Rights and Losses,” States of Injury  


Note: five pages of your paper are due on Monday, March 28th. (They may be an extension of your response paper, if you wish.) I will distribute a sign-up sheet for you to indicate the best day for your piece to be workshopped. At least two days before class, please email everybody your five pages. The pages should contain your central question. 
Beginning on March 28th, we will set aside around 20 to 25 minutes of class and workshop the work of two to three students, alongside a sample paragraph of an excellent piece of academic work. This process can be scary, as you’re sharing your writing with a class of over twenty students. But I think it will help you think about your writing as a piece of work that has an audience. 

Prepare questions for Guest Speaker. 
	
Week 8, March 21st Race and French Empire, an introduction

Monday, March 21, Guest Speaker, Jeannie Whayne, University of Arkansas 

French Empire and Race: Presentations on Thursday. Your group will present on one of the following readings. The presentation must (1) include  

Jennifer Pitts, A Turn to Empire: The Rise of Imperial Liberalism in Britain and France (2006), Introduction 

Alice Conklin, A Mission to Civilize, 11-107, 174-211

Emmanuelle Sibeud, “ ‘Negrophilia’, ‘Negrology’ or ‘Africanism’? Colonial Ethnography and Racism in France around 1900,” Tony Chafer and Amanda Sackur, eds., Promoting the 
Colonial Idea: Propaganda and Visions of Empire in France (New York and Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2002), 156-167. 

Claude Blanckaert, “Of Monstrous Métis? Hybridity, Fear of Miscegenation, and Patriotism from Buffon to Paul Broca,” in Sue Peabody and Tyler Stovall, eds., The Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in France (Durham and London: Duke UP, 2003), 42-72.

Christina Firpo, “Lost Boys: ‘Abandoned’ Eurasian Children and the Management of the Racial Topography in Colonial Indochina, 1938-45,” French Colonial History 8 (2007), 203-221.


Week 9, March 28th  

Monday - EASTER BREAK. No class 

Presentations continued on Thursday. Workshopping of Papers Begins. 

Five Pages of Final Research Paper – due Monday, April 4th

Week 10, April 4th 

Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects (Ch. 2): “Deportation Policy and the Making and Unmaking of Illegal Aliens”

United States v. Wong Kim Ark (1898)

Chae Chan Ping v. United States (1889), Chinese exclusion case

In-class: primary sources on anti-Chinese sentiment

Week 11, April 11th 

Walter Williams, “United States Indian Policy and the Debate over Philippine Annexation: Implications for the Origins of American Imperialism”

Johnson v. M’Intosh (1823) 

Week 12, April 18th 

Moot Court: Korematsu v. United States, excerpt from 323 U.S. 214 (1944)

Week 13, April 25th 

McCleskey v. Kemp, 481 U.S. 279 (1987), pp.180-95 1.

Skim: Baldus, et al., Law and Statistics in Conflict: Reflections on McCleskey v. Kemp
The Death Penalty in Black and White: Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Decides - http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?scid=45&did=539

Moot Court: McCleskey v. Kemp (on disproportionate convictions of black men on death row)

Week 14

Obama’s Race Speech, Philadelphia

Research paper is due the last day of reading period. I expect it to be polished, thoughtful, and reflective of a semester’s worth of preparation.




